29 July 1972

Dear WARRINGTON Family and Friends,

Although the future of WARRINGTON 44 not known on this
date, 1 feel that 1 owe you some dnformation about the events
which the ship has experdenced since my Last wriling Lo you
on 4 July. Before I begin, however, T want to thank those
0f you who fook the £ime to waite to me, commenting on my Last
Letten and expressing concern over the safety of your WARRINGTON
men., VYour internest will be source of stnength to me in the
difficult days ahead. :

Forn the vastly morne impontant event of the past ftwenty-four
days, the explosions which shook WARRINGTON on 17 Juky, I know
that many o4 you have been distraught with worry about younr
WARRINGTON men. 1 negret that I could not have pernsonatlly
assuned each of you at this #ime that your men were sage and
adequately comfortable. The securdity nestaictions covernding the
incident, tegether with the massive shipboard communications
casualtics nesuliting from the explosions, however, prevented
personally "getting out to the wornld" that we were safe and
heading for port. 1 am assured by zthe commander of ourn Destroyen
Squadron TEN in Newport that many of you had received sufficient
S dnformation o gquiet your feans. During the past few days Ain
port, 1 expect that yourn WARRINGTON men have tedephoned or waitten
more personal details.

As fon the explosion incident itself the investigations
which commenced shorily aften our arrnival in Subic Bay fLate
24 July will bring to the surface some of The facts of the cause
of the explosions. At the present, such gfacts are not available
to me for nelease. Whatever the cause, one thing 4s centadn:
the explosions which Lifted the aftern end of Lhe ship clear o4
the waten wene big ones, and caused an unbelicvable amount of
majon damage to the hulf, machinery and gthen intenion pants- of
the ship. AlLthough my shipboard investigatons have neported o
me thein estimates of Lhe damages, Lhe exact amouni wiLL not
be known for several days, until Navy repair experts have had
an opportunity Zo assess all areas 04 damage. :

Damage 4is an easy thing Lo measure, however, when compared
to the difficulty in describing the incredibly heroic, infatig-
able, and good-natured fashion in which your men nesponded %o
the endlfess houns of damage investigation and controk, and the
seven days of roughing £t with salt-water showens, Little-or-no
Lighting, paper plates and plasiic spoons, topside double-feature
movies, and even shonats and sneakerns, whife unden tow by three
differnent ships. At Limes, such as Lafe one night Last week,
when fhe tow Line to the Ocean-going Tug TAWAKONT panted fon the
founth time in twenty-four hours, the optimism and deteamination
which your men displayed Led me to wondern from where such stamina
comes. Whatevern the sounce, that spirnit, akmost to the man, saved
this shivp, and, God willing, will repair the ship in the next
sevenal weeks. :


http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=2990&m=db

Lo yourn prayers and concern. Just to set the necond straight,
pernsons who neported with infuries were Seaman Stephen BURKE
and Fireman Philip WHITAKER, who were trneated fon bhruises and
rnetunned to duty, as welid as Lieutenant Junfon Grade Jenny
OLIVER, Seaman Fredrick CRANDALL, and Firneman Kieth ROBERTS,
all of whom suffened sprainsd and bruises in the course of
damage control operations §ollowing the explosions. ALL
persons werne restored o full duty An a matter of houns follew-
ing the explosions. Fon this T am extremely grateful and T
know you share my feelings. ‘

And now, WARRINGTON 4is cradled in drydock at the Ship Repain
Facility, Naval Station Subic Bay, underngoing detailed examination
gon damage. On or about 31 July, when this planning and estima-
tion perdiod 4is concluded, repair wornk wikl commence, 1 anticipate
nemadnding at Subic Bay at Least until 16 August. The plans aften
that date have not been formulated, s0 T would advise you to
avodd speculations. The decisdion forn such plans rests at the
highest Level of the Navy. Please be assured, howevern, that
you WAL be among the §irnst £o Leann of such plans affern T am
notifded. ALL of the factons and altennatives were discussad
by me today with your men in various group meetings and on closed-
eineult television. Fer the time bedng, most of your men, those
who chose £o do s0, drne Living ashore An permanent quanterns, and
dining at dining facilities asthone until sufficient housecheeping
services ane nestored to the ship. 1t 48 not all fea and crumpets
forn them, but they are far mone comfontable than they were at
this time a week ago.

As 1 stated in my previous Letfen to you, mall Ls utmost Aim-
portant. While WARRINGTON was Lnvolved in gunfire support oper-
ations ; mail pickup and delivery was not as easily accomplished
as 1 had hoped it would be. WAth s0 many ships Linvolved Ain the
operations of4 Vietnam, getting mail to each ship was a majon -
task. Thereforne, each mail delivery was hungrily anticipated
and greatly appreciated. The hourns on the Gunline were Long
and hard, and your men may not have walifen as much as they
would have Liked., As 1 sadd eanfien, the immediate plans call
§orn WARRINGTON's presence in Subdic Bay for at Least a few weeks,
allowing more rnegular maill service, Madll from the folks at
home 458 as welcome in pont as when the ship is at sea. Fox
those o you who have written to me that you have not heand
necently grom your WARRINGTON man, I personally encouraged those
individuals to waite or call you.

On July 1T1th, fust aften arniving of4 the coast of South
Vietnam, 1 was priviledged to ne-enfist Chief Hospital Coxrpsman
Robent ABRAHAMSON and Bodilenr Techniclan Firnst CRass Hanny PIEPER.
Morneovern, 1T will convene advancement cernemondes for several men
who wilf be advanced in rate durding Augusit:

Donakld CAFARO Faom STG3 to STG?
Robent CARD From SKSN fo 5K3
Steven RUTHERFORD Faom SN Lto BM3
Frank GULLO From SN o BM3

Robent MCCRACKEN From SN to YN3
Jefgrey VANICKY Fhom 1€FN £o IC3
Roy LOZOYVA From STGZ £o STGI.
Raymond HORSLEY  From STGZ £fo STGI



The courage displayed by some individuals, without regard for

own safety can-be desenibed only Ain terms of hernodism. These

genAonA will be necommended fon highen recognition for Lheir
eeds. '

Late the evening of 24 July, WARRINGTON's annival in Subdc
Bay manked the end of a eighteen days senvice 4n the Gulf of
Tonkin, which has been a difficull period foxr all hands, but
a perniod containing some high spols. On & July, dften a Lwo-
day transit with USS BASILONE, our Newport sistehr ship, achoss
the South China Sea and into the Gulf of Tonkin, T reponted fo
the Gunline Commander, "Guns up, ready Tc fine”. This moment
was a thailling and significant milestone for your men, because
it manked the end of a Long, grinding preparation fon the test
of battle, and they proudly reported neady 4in all hespecis.

Moreovern, in a few shornt houwrs WARRINGTON- was thrown into Lhe

pitch of batile, in close support.ocf Lthe valiant army and marines
0f the Repubkic of Vietnam as they advanced on Zhe etty of Quang
Tai. 1t was not Long before the U.S. Mandine Spotfens ashonre,

who adjusted the §all of sheles from WARRINGTON guns, were
marvelling at the accuracy of those five-inch guns and the
nesponsiviness of your men Lo thein calls gfon fine at all hours
of the day and night. WARRINGTON quickly ecarned and ‘maintained
the neputation of a "top-gun’, the highest tribute which a gun-
fine support ship can recedve. -The Long days and nights of gun
fine support were baoken, hovevern, by hunnied tnips to open-
ocean nendezvous withServiceForce ships which provided "bullets,
beans, boiker blood and Scheamin Yellow Zonkens." (In case you are
not familiar with Screamin YellLow Zonkers, as 1 wasd not, they

ane a snack food, Like Cracken Jacks). During these underway
neplenishments, your men again excelled by safely and rapidly
Roading ammunition, fuel and supplies in a minimum time, thus
enabling the ship to rush back to the gun fine without undue Loss
0f gun firne senvices Lo our VLelnamese §rniends ashore. AlLthough
perhaps difficult for you folks at home Lo appreciate, this perdiod
was a real high poink in the spinit and enthusdiasm of your men.
The teamwornk involved throughout that entine Gun Line operation
i4 a unique boon to the monale of a ship - everyone becomes An-
volved 4in one way on anothen. 1 am ceatain that you former Navy
men hemember this cihilarnaking feeling o4 the entire crew pulling
together on a digficull task.

The ultimate proof of prowess, however, came on 16 July, when
WARRINGTON neponted to the Commander, Surnface Action Unit, unden
the VANKEE Station Commanden, forn LINEBACKER Operations. Onky
the tnied and proven ships are sent to such operations in watenrns
04§ the coast of Nonth Vietnam, where they atfempi Lo hatt the
waterbonrne transport of supplies fto the Nonth Vietnamede Anmy.,
Again, WARRINGTON neported fon dufy Lin as seawonthy and battle-
neady condition as any destroyen in the SEVENTH Fleet. And on
the afterncon of 17 July, after a night of periodic firnding againsi
enemy shone installations, WARRINGTON encounterned the two sevene
explosions which alf but stopped the ship. 0§ cournse, the
blessing of that incident was the total Lachk of sendous Ainfury.
among your men. God has been very good Zo WARRINGTON, Ain answeir



_ 1 only wish that the families and frdiends of those men
" could be pneéeni at fhe ceremonied. -

Weﬂﬁ dean damily and ih&@ﬁaé 1 did not nepant many small
pieces 05 infonmation which have appeared during Zhe past three
and one half weeks, but aonaeni&atLH on the main {fems of news
in which 1 think you wiflf be intenésted. Agadin, thank you fon
your prayens, your dupport and your Leffens. No maiten ia 40
unimportant Zo me that, 4if you will write and ask, I can'Z find
out and nespond - but wnife o goun WARRINGTON man beéo&a you
wrnite o me. Take good cane 05 jounéeﬂuab :

H

With deepest conceran and warmest nregards,

A’J//

NOEL H,. PEIREE, 7R
Commanden, U.S. Navy
Command&ng Ofgicen
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